FAQs re.CAO Offers


  FAQs at CAO Offers Time:
	Question:
I got my third choice, not too keen on the course and was wondering if I accept the current college offer and if I am still eligible to receive second round offers?
Answer: There is no guarantee you will be made a higher preference offer in the next rounds so my advice would be to accept what you have been offered already.  This would mean that you at least have something that is guaranteed albeit something you are not overly keen on. 

It is very important to realise that whether or not you accept any course you have been offered in round one, you still remain in the running for a higher preference course on both lists in round two. So if you become entitled to a higher preference course in the next round you will be offered it.

	Question:
My son has missed out on his first choice by a few points and has been offered his second choice. If he accepts the current offer is it still possible that he will be offered his first choice in round two offers? If he does not accept the current offer will he still be eligible be considered for second round offers?
Answer: There is no guarantee your son will be made a higher preference offer in the next rounds so my advice would be to accept what he has been offered already.  This would mean that he at least has something that is guaranteed albeit something he is not overly happy with. It is very important to realise that whether or not you accept any course you have been offered in round one, you still remain in the running for a higher preference course on both lists in round two.So if he becomes entitled to a higher preference course in the next round he will be offered it.

	Question:
I received an offer for one of my least preferences. I am 5 points away from my first preference. Do I reject my first offer or do nothing in the hope of receiving my first preference in the next round of offers.
Answer: There is no guarantee you will be made a higher preference offer in the next rounds so my advice would be to accept what you have been offered already.  This would mean that you at least have something that is guaranteed albeit something you are not overly happy with.   It is very important to realise that whether or not you accept any course you have been offered in round one you still remain in the running for a higher preference course on both lists in round two. So if you become entitled to a higher preference course in the next round you will be offered it.



	Question: 

I got my second choice LM045 and I realise that I really don't want to do it. Is there internal changing in UL? I wanted LM044 but didn't get the points. I am so confused.  
Answer: Hi, if there are any internal transfers in UL the general rule of thumb is you can only transfer to a course that you would have got the points for originally, otherwise this would become a back door into courses and would play havoc with the CAO system.  My advice however is to ring the admissions office in UL and get a definitive answer from them as to what the possibilities are.

	Question:

Do the points tend to drop by much in the second round of offers?  

Answer: The answer to this varies very much from course to course.  In the high-demand courses you don't tend to get massive drops of points going from round to round, that is even if there is a second round for these courses.  But in courses that are in lower demand you can get a drop in points.  These tend to be in the region of five or 10 points but, as always, there are exceptions.  This very much depends on how many people do not take up an initial offer on the course and hence how many places down the course merit list the CAO have to go to fill the unfilled places.

	
Question: I got 390 which is the amount I need for early care and childhood studies. But I didn't get the offer.

Answer: I would advise you to look at the Leaving Cert entry requirements for this course. You will find this information on qualifax.ie or cao.ie. You must satisfy these requirements and the cut-off points in order to be offered a place on the course.

	Question:

Please can you tell me if it is possible to change choice options on CAO?   I have been offered law in Galway (first choice, UCD, jumped by 10 points) but would prefer my next choice on the CAO which is law in Cork. I am not taking up the Galway option.

Answer: Unfortunately, you will never be offered courses choices that fall below today's course offer even if you don't accept today's offer. You cannot change the order of preference either. The closing date for this was July 1st.


You may be offered courses that lie above your offer today (Galway) if points drop in round two.



	Question:
If I accept my first choice for a Level 7 course in CIT, can I still get my first option for Level 8 offered to me in round two, if the points were to drop? I got 380 points and the course in UCC was 380 but went up by 10 points. Missed out by 10 points
Answer: The answer is yes. Your level 6/7 will have no effect on your level 8 list.



	Question: My second-choice course is 280 points. I have 315 points but not 2 HC3 minimum entry points - only one - do you think I may get a second-round offer or should I look at repeating Leaving Cert?  

Answer: Hi, unfortunately if you don't meet the entry requirements for a course (2HC3 in the case of an honours Level 8 degree) you are not deemed qualified to apply for a course, no matter what points you have.  The first thing the CAO will check is to see if you have met the entry requirements for the courses you have applied to.  If you have not met the requirements, they will not consider you for this course.


Have you applied for any Level 6/7 courses?  Think carefully about repeating, this is something you need to give great thought to as it is a big decision.



	
Question: Hi, I got 515 which was the requirement for History and Spanish at Trinity but was not offered the course due to random selection. How likely am I to get this in round two? What should I do now?
Answer: I recommend that you accept the course you got offered today as you will not get offered any course below this in further rounds.

What are the chances of you being offered Trinity in round two? This very much depends on how many people do not take up a round-one offer on the course, if any, and hence how many places down the course-merit list the CAO have to go to fill the unfilled places.  If all applicants who got offered this course this morning accept the place then there will be no second-round offers.  So it all rests with those who currently have the places and what they are going to do with them. We have no way of knowing this until the round-one reply date when all the replies are known.



	

	Question: 

I got arts in Maynooth in round 0 but today I got my top choice of nutritional in UCC. I'm all set to go to Maynooth as I have accommodation with cousins but I really like the course in UCC but am afraid because I don't want to be in student accommodation  

Answer: Hi Hannah, it sounds as if you are quite keen on Maynooth and have already put in some groundwork getting your accommodation sorted.  But to me the most important thing has got to be the course and how happy you will be studying it.  All other things can change - accommodation, friends, etc - but the course doesn't. You have to feel content that the course will be enjoyable, stimulating and will keep you motivated.  So my advice is to concentrate on the two courses and their content and figure out which one you would be most content in over the duration of the course.



	Question: 

My son got 460 points and has enough points for his third (UCD) and fourth (DIT) choices. He has plenty of points for both. Is there any way he can do the fourth choice instead of the third choice at this point?  

Answer: Unfortunately not.  If he is offered his third choice then effectively his fourth choice will disappear.  You can never move down the CAO list of choices.  The only possibility of getting to a place on the DIT course is if it appears on the list of vacant places on the CAO website but this is a long shot.
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