
MINUTES 

 

Parents Council Meeting 

6.30pm Thurs 30th Sept 2021 

St Caimins Community School, Shannon 

 

School Representatives: 

Mr Alan Cunningham, Principal 

Ms Derval Glendon-Garry, Deputy Principal 

 

AGENDA:  Principals Report 

  Tour of New Facilities 

 

Mr Cunningham welcomed all to the meeting and explained that we would have a tour of the new 

facilities in the school. 

We began the tour, following the marked one-way system that students follow during their school 

day. We were shown the new facilities put in place for the ASD Unit in the school, known as The 

Hub. Two existing classrooms were remodelled to make 1 larger space, comprising of a classroom 

area, kitchen area, sensory room and bathrooms, with an outside recreation area.  At present this 

meets the need of 6 students, but over the next year plans are in place to remodel and extend in 

order to have 12 students. 

We were shown the outside area, which has a covered marquee section. The sides of the marquee 

are due to be put in place with the return of the rain. At the other side of this there are new modular 

rooms including bathrooms. 

The last part of the tour was the newly upgraded gym.  Approx 25k has been spent on upgrading the 

equipment.  The plan is to allow supervised access to interested students, using a rota system and 

also to the PE classes. 

On the way back from our tour the new security hatch at reception was pointed out. 

PRINCIPALS REPORT: 

Lockers to be made available from Mid-Term onwards.  A parent suggestion that maybe the use of 

soft copy books rather than hardback may help lighten students loads in the interim. Mr 

Cunningham assured everybody that students are to only carry what they can to school and that 

teachers have been informed of this. This may be easier said than done as some parents shared that 

their kids are not even taking coats to school as they have nowhere to put them. 

A new Science Lab has been fitted out. This made use of a non-functional tiered seated room where 

the seating did not meet Covid regulations. 



Ms Glendon-Garry acknowledged the great attitude of the students in general in regard to the new 

way of schooling over the whole Covid pandemic, from remote learning to returning to school in 

such a changed manner. She also acknowledged that these changes aren’t easy for everybody. 

Student Support Teams have been set up within the school, for Juniors and for Seniors. Two 

counsellors have been engaged to work with students and families who may be identified as needing 

some assistance. This is in hope that it may help speed up any help needed as there are huge delays 

in the public system. 

From 12th October schools are to get an extra allocation of hours to identify any students that may 

need extra assistance/resources due to the effect of the Covid pandemic. 

While there will be a return to sport, there will be no matches on school grounds.  Matches must be 

held at an external club. This may result in higher costs due to buses running at 50% capacity due to 

Covid restrictions. 

A parent question regarding school tours again brought up the question of higher costs, but also of 

shorter saving time for the usual ski trip for 2022 2nd Years which would usually be in the planning 

stages now.  The 2021 1st Years surf trip is currently under discussion, but again the higher cost of 

buses running at 50% capacity will be taken into account. 

Parent/Teacher Meetings.  This will depend on the next Government announcement later in the 

month, but there is the possibility that these may be done in an online format. 

Mr Cunningham advised the new Parents Council members that there is no fundraising done by the 

council. There are approx. 2-3 policy documents each year that the Parents Council will be asked to 

review. 

After the report and questions Mr Cunningham called an end to the meeting and thanked all for 

attending. 

 

 

 


