
Educational 

Need 

Difficulties student may face Requirement when learning 

Asperger 

Syndrome 

Asperger Syndrome is a development disorder that falls within the 

autistic spectrum.  It is sometimes referred to as high functioning 

autism.  It is characterised by difficulty with three main areas: 

• social Interaction 

• communication 

imagination (e.g. imagining what others are thinking) 

• Warn about changes. Give student as much advance warning about changes to the 

scheduled programme as possible. 

• Colour coding will help him with his timetable and different text and copy books. 

• Make everything visual.  Most AS children are visual learners.  Any visual link you 

make will help him.  

• The application of key words is also very helpful. 

• Choose seating carefully.  One of the most important considerations when choosing 

where to seat a child with AS is his sensory sensitivities.  

• Students should sit near the teacher. 

• Home and school communication is very important.    

Dyslexia Dyslexia is a specific learning difficulty which makes it hard for some 

people to learn to read, write and spell correctly. 

• If possible, avoid asking a dyslexic student to read aloud in front of the class. 

• If giving students sequential information to learn off, be understanding. 

• Some dyslexic students may find the learning of sequential information virtually 

impossible. 

• Remember that over-learning is essential.  You can never assume that the student will 

remember a topic covered only once or twice. 

• Mind maps are often successful 

• Do not correct every error, but instead concentrate on a small number of errors and 

set manageable targets.  Take time to correct the work and focus on content rather 

than presentation.  

• Don’t ask a dyslexic student to copy out corrections/mis-spellings.  This will be of no 

use. 

• A cursive handwriting style is often best as it aids spelling, neatness and fluency. 

• Note taking can be difficult so arrange for notes to be photocopied from fellow 

students.  Avoid tasks where students are asked to copy lengthy notes from the 

blackboard. 

• Ask the student to repeat back instructions given.  This can be a useful memory aid.  

Instructions given should be clear and concise. Key words are very helpful. 

• The dyslexic student should sit near the teacher so that the teacher can monitor 

progress and be available to provide any necessary assistance. 

• Rewarding effort is as important as rewarding accuracy. 



Attention-

deficit 

hyperactivity 

disorder (ADHD) 

ADHD is a common behavioural disorder that affects an estimated 8 - 

10 per cent of school age children. Children with ADHD act without 

thinking are hyperactive and have trouble focusing. They may 

understand what’s expected of them but have trouble following 

through because they can’t sit still, pay attention or attend to details. 

ADHD symptoms impair a child’s ability to function socially 

academically and at home. 

1. An inattentive type with signs that include: 

- inability to pay attention to details or a tendency to make 

careless errors in schoolwork or other activities  

- difficulty with sustained attention in tasks or play activities 

- apparent listening problems or difficulty following instructions 

- problems with organisation 

- avoidance or dislike of tasks that require mental effort 

- tendency to lose things like notebooks or homework 

- distractibility & forgetfulness in daily activities  

 

2. A hyperactive/impulsive type, with signs that include: 

- fidgeting or squirming 

- difficulty remaining seated 

- always seeming to be on the go 

- excessive talking 

- blurting out answers before hearing the full question 

- difficulty waiting for a turn or in line 

- problems with interrupting or intruding 

 

3. A combined type which involves an amalgamation of the other 

two types and is the most common 

 

 

• Student should sit near the teacher. 

• Use homework journal for regular parent-teacher communication. 

• Keep instructions clear and brief, breaking down larger tasks into smaller, more 

manageable pieces. 

• Give positive reinforcement. 

• Always be on the lookout for positive behaviours and be sensitive to self-esteem 

issues. 

• Key words are helpful. 



Dyspraxia or 

developmental 

co-ordination 

disorder (DCD) 

• Those affected have significant motor coordination and 

perceptual processing difficulties whilst retaining normal 

intelligence.  They are acutely aware that the way they process, 

present and record their learning is different from their peers. 

• Students who are affected will struggle in their school life 

particularly in the following areas: 

• Students may arrive late to class due to difficulties with lockers 

and geography of school and classroom changes. 

• Students may forget books or homework assignments due to 

poor planning. 

• Due to poor fine motor skills student’s appearance may be sloppy 

and may appear awkward. 

• Students work may be poorly presented as handwriting is 

affected. 

• Students may perform poorly in practical work and P.E. 

• Students may have difficulty taking notes from board. 

• Praise and effort with every small accomplishment. 

• Note-taking can be difficult, so arrange for notes to be photocopied from fellow 

students. Key words are helpful. 

• Allow extra time for completion of written tasks and accept typed homework 

assignments. 

 

 


